At the end of October the world population reached 7 billion.  There is much debate as to whom exactly that baby was, but Danica Camacho, an Indonesian, was chosen by the United Nations to represent the milestone.  Her name means ‘Morning Star’.
We get to hear of births near to us, amongst our family and friends, or of babies born to well known people like royalty or celebrities.  But most of those will not be remembered for long by most of the world’s population. 
The ‘official’ 6 billionth baby is now 12; Adnan Mevic was born in Sarajevo as that city recovered from a terrible civil war.  Kofi Anann went to visit him, but his mother is bitter.  “We never heard from the U.N. again. We never received anything from them, not even a birthday card.”   Now Adnan’s father is critically ill and the family is living on a few dollars a week.  They feel forgotten.
There are very few babies whose birth is remembered for more than a generation and by more than their family, but later this month we shall be remembering one whose birth story is told again and again – probably the most famous baby in history.
Jesus’ birth is at first glance a simple and insignificant event.  A baby is born to parents who have been forced by the Roman Empire to journey 70 miles to a strange town for a census.  The baby is born in a stable because the town is heaving, and there is no room anywhere else.
Why is this baby remembered 2,000 years later and Adnan, the centre of so much attention only 12 years ago, forgotten?

Jesus birth did not hit the headlines of his day.  Ordinary shepherds came to see Him, not the Secretary General of the UN of the day.  Yes, Wise Men came with gifts, but even they got it wrong, heading first for the royal palace, thinking that would be the place for Him to be born.  
Jesus birth is celebrated not because He was a particular number, or born to famous people.  In fact, even the most famous people of His time we remember only because of how they related to Him.  The Emperor when Jesus was born was Augustus Caesar, the most powerful man of his day.  Towards the end of his life people said “The Emperor has become a god”, but they were wrong. 
 When Jesus birth was announced, the angel told His father to call Him Emmanuel, which means ‘God with us’.  And that is the reason Jesus is worshipped by billions across the world today.  This is not just the birth of another baby, no matter how wonderful that may be; this is the beginning of God coming to live among us a man.  This is a birth which will change the world for ever, this is the arrival on earth of the one who came to show us God’s love and give His life for us. This is Emmanuel, God with us!
